
Society	  



-‐	  A	  large	  group	  of	  people	  who	  live	  together	  in	  an	  
organized	  way,	  making	  decisions	  about	  how	  to	  
do	  things	  and	  sharing	  the	  work	  that	  needs	  to	  be	  
done.(Cambridge	  Dic.)	  	  
	  
-‐	  The	  aggregate	  of	  people	  living	  together	  in	  a	  
more	  or	  less	  ordered	  community.(Oxford	  Dic.)	  



•  A	  society	  is	  a	  group	  of	  individuals	  involved	  in	  persistent	  
social	  interacEon,	  or	  a	  large	  social	  group	  sharing	  the	  
same	  geographical	  or	  social	  territory,	  typically	  subject	  
to	  the	  same	  poliEcal	  authority	  and	  dominant	  cultural	  
expectaEons.	  SocieEes	  are	  characterized	  by	  paGerns	  of	  
relaEonships	  (social	  relaEons)	  between	  individuals	  
who	  share	  a	  disEncEve	  culture	  and	  insEtuEons;	  a	  given	  
society	  may	  be	  described	  as	  the	  sum	  total	  of	  such	  
relaEonships	  among	  its	  consEtuent	  of	  members.	  In	  the	  
social	  sciences,	  a	  larger	  society	  oJen	  exhibits	  
straEficaEon	  or	  dominance	  paGerns	  in	  subgroups.	  



Social	  structure	  	  



-‐  Group	  living	  
-‐  RelaEon	  and	  ineracEon	  	  
-‐  Territory	  
-‐  Rule	  or	  social	  norm	  
-‐  Culture	  



Social	  evoluEon	  



HunEng	  and	  Gathering	  Society	  
	  	  

The	  main	  form	  of	  food	  producEon	  in	  such	  
socieEes	  is	  the	  daily	  collecEon	  of	  wild	  
plants	  and	  the	  hunEng	  of	  wild	  animals.	  
Hunter-‐gatherers	  move	  around	  constantly	  
in	  search	  of	  food.	  









Pastoral	  Society	  	  
	  	  Pastoralism	  is	  a	  slightly	  more	  efficient	  form	  

of	  subsistence.	  Rather	  than	  searching	  for	  
food	  on	  a	  daily	  basis,	  members	  of	  a	  
pastoral	  society	  rely	  on	  domesEcated	  herd	  
animals	  to	  meet	  their	  food	  needs.	  
Pastoralists	  live	  a	  nomadic	  life,	  moving	  
their	  herds	  from	  one	  pasture	  to	  another.	  	  



-‐CraJworker	  

As	  a	  result,	  the	  division	  of	  labor	  (the	  
specializaEon	  by	  individuals	  or	  groups	  in	  
the	  performance	  of	  specific	  economic	  
acEviEes)	  becomes	  more	  complex.	  



HorEcultural	  Society	  	  
	  	  Fruits	  and	  vegetables	  grown	  in	  garden	  

plots	  that	  have	  been	  cleared	  from	  the	  
jungle	  or	  forest	  provide	  the	  main	  source	  of	  
food	  in	  a	  horEcultural	  society.	  

-‐  Shamans	  (religion	  leader)	  
-‐  Traders	  

	  



Wealth	  and	  Power	  

horEcultural	  poliEcal	  systems,	  developed	  
because	  of	  the	  seGled	  nature	  of	  
horEcultural	  life.	  







Agricultural	  Society	  	  
	  	  Agrarian	  socieEes	  use	  agricultural	  

technological	  advances	  to	  culEvate	  crops	  
over	  a	  large	  area.	  Sociologists	  use	  the	  
phrase	  agricultural	  revoluEon	  to	  refer	  to	  
the	  technological	  changes	  that	  occurred	  as	  
long	  as	  8,500	  years	  ago	  that	  led	  to	  
culEvaEng	  crops	  and	  raising	  farm	  animals.	  



Lager	  group	  of	  people	  
	  	  Increases	  in	  food	  supplies	  then	  led	  to	  

larger	  populaEons	  than	  in	  earlier	  
communiEes.	  This	  meant	  a	  greater	  surplus,	  
which	  resulted	  in	  towns	  that	  became	  
centers	  of	  trade	  supporEng	  various	  rulers,	  
educators,	  craJspeople,	  merchants,	  and	  
religious	  leaders	  who	  did	  not	  have	  to	  
worry	  about	  locaEng	  nourishment.	  
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.	  
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CivilizaEon	  


