
FEMINISM  IN  FILM



What is Feminism?



Feminism

• Feminism is a range of political 
movements, ideologies, and 
social movements that share a 
common goal: to define and 
advance political, economic, 
personal, and social rights for 
women. This includes seeking 
to establish equal opportunities 
for women in education and 
employment.



Feminism

• Feminist theory is the 
extension of feminism into 
theoretical or philosophical 
fields. It encompasses work in 
a variety of disciplines, 
including anthropology, 
sociology, economics, 
women's studies, literary 
criticism, art 
history,psychoanalysis and 
philosophy.Feminist theory 
aims to understand gender 
inequality and focuses on 
gender politics, power 
relations, and sexuality. 



Feminist film theory

• Feminist film theory is a theoretical film criticism derived 
from feminist politics and feminist theory. Feminists have 
many approaches to cinema analysis, regarding the film 
elements analyzed and their theoretical underpinnings. 

• The development of feminist film theory was influenced 
by second wave feminism and women's studies in the 
1960s and 1970s. Initial attempts in the United States in 
the early 1970s were generally based on sociological 
theory and focused on the function of female characters 
in film narratives or genres. 



• In contrast, film theoreticians in England integrated perspectives 
based on critical theory, psychoanalysis, semiotics, and Marxism. 
Eventually, these ideas gained hold within the American scholarly 
community in the later 1970s and 1980s. 

• Modern feminist film theory has been heavily influenced by British 
feminist film theorist, Laura Mulvey, who is best known for her 
essay, Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema, written in 1973 and 
published in 1975 in the influential British film theory journal, Screen. 

• Her article, which was influenced by the theories of Sigmund Freud 
and Jacques Lacan, is one of the first major essays that helped shift 
the orientation of film theory towards a psychoanalytic framework.

Feminist film theory



LAURA MULVEY British feminist film theorist





• Laura Mulvey expands on this conception to argue that in cinema, 
women are typically depicted in a passive role that provides visual 
pleasure through scopophilia,and identification with the on-screen 
male actor. 

• Voyeurism is the sexual interest in or practice of spying on people 
engaged in intimate behaviors, such as undressing, sexual activity, 
or other actions usually considered to be of a private nature. 

• She asserts: "In their traditional exhibitionist role women are 
simultaneously looked at and displayed, with their appearance 
coded for strong visual and erotic impact so that they can be said 
to connote to-be-looked-at-ness,"

The Male Gaze Theory



The Male Gaze Theory

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUcvlJmCVcI  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5MpDbbvM3qo  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a3HfVK4WjOM  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vw-ps5mFQzA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUcvlJmCVcI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5MpDbbvM3qo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a3HfVK4WjOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vw-ps5mFQzA


Realism and Counter Cinema

• The early work of Marjorie Rosen and Molly Haskell on 
the representation of women in film was part of a 
movement to depict women more realistically, both in 
documentaries and narrative cinema. The growing female 
presence in the film industry was seen as a positive step 
toward realizing this goal, by drawing attention to feminist 
issues and putting forth an alternative, true-to-life view of 
women.



Patriarchy 

• Patriarchy is a social system in which males hold primary power 
and predominate in roles of political leadership, moral authority, 
social privilege and control of property. In the domain of the family, 
fathers or father-figures hold authority over women and children. 
Some patriarchal societies are also patrilineal, meaning that 
property and title are inherited by the male lineage. 

• Feminist theory defines patriarchy as an unjust social system that 
enforces gender roles and is oppressive to both men and women. 
It often includes any social, political, or economic mechanism that 
evokes male dominance over women. Feminist theory typically 
characterizes patriarchy as a social construction, which can be 
overcome by revealing and critically analyzing its manifestations.



Feminism’s view on FILMS




















